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Nation was 1 MY ball, 1 willingl 5 
ook dhe Oh ortunity of that Day whic 

. fe orth. ſo many ill natured 

round dleſs ' Accuſations againſt us, 
"Wye cb _ Men are fond o 

* ſerving 


f. ſome popular 
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there are (Thanks be to God) 2 


the Cl. * EAT N 
2 and - Vanity of thoſe, who appre 1 


ate to them mifelves the venergble. a ap 5 
F England, who can a. 


ſ cientiouſly | maintain the om n Cai Ped - 


towards thoſe that differ "from them; 


who are hearty in ting "aff + 
Chriſtian and 9525 a 4 of ther 
Church, by EY Methods, 


Which the 
el dives; withoat rs 4 of e 


Gofp 


Several 5 180 P, « 2 and 
highly Va alue: Who for Hr 225 t 
and Converſation are Ortiaments 'to , th 
Church to which ns Mod: 1 * ere = 
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Quarter in this 
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ef i 
al. mecy ef the. 8 abi 
Is 5 the i ſnd 
cy: Who ſwear toa R evolution Govern- 
ment, while they inſtil into their Pupils | 
5 the Nothins of indefeaſi ble Hereditar 
Right: "Whoſe Natures are hardly 
refrain from taking up the Arms of 
' Rebellion, to prove, that their Church 
bath no other Weapons but Prayers and 
= - who are . es a Prote- 
— Chu var 3 | ih are long: EN 
the 
Generation on Vipers Ls deſerve no 
Wld, nor in e. 
1 have no others in 
View 
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2 Cor. 


wy 2 FIR K. wy 4 ts lt Clauſe. | 
E Perils among Val Bre. 


Hem threw,” 


— H E l of Se. Paul compulil 
him to enter on the neceſſary Vin- 
dication of himſelf, and his Mini- 
ſtry : wherein he gives evident 
Wl: Proofs of his not coming behind 
—” the. very ;chicfeft of all the Apo- 

files. He doth not lay the Streſs of his Argument 
upon his own: Commendation : for Go n had 
commended him unto them, by furniſhing 
him with abundant en, 2 and Crowning 
him with defir'd Succeſs. 
To leſſen his Reputation; ihe falſe Apoſtles 

| mightily boatted of their diftinguiſhing Attain- 
Ls { But in all that they mention he was high- 
ly preferrd before them. Whatever Honour 
t 925 claim d, as Deſcendants of Abraham, he al- 
{9 could fairly. make the ſame Claim. And he 

| excell' them beyond Compariſon in the Clear- 
peſ 55 Frequency, and Importance of his Re- 
7 yelacjop 5 


93 


8 a . Sue FEET 


Fathlar, re brgontentby Fry 
Akte Heirs of the fime Inherit nge. 


to cover one ang rs Infirmnicies 


And when they 
they hate one 2 adrhes; eat c. b 
without a Cauſe, judge and forthit; ſe 2 wh w 

dne of another, or rejoych ond in the others 

M.isfortunes, then they 

They maintain that endearing Title; but break 
through, or act inconſiſtant With all the Obli- 


particular Regard to, were the falſs Apoſtles, 


— — 


velations; in bearing with Pleaſure his Infirmi- 


ties for CuRISsT's Sake, and in the pen and 
10 


Dangers he was every-where ex 
Among his Tryals and Afffictions, t 


in tay 


Text, was none of the leaf? diſcouraging, % 


That he was 2 e 
Jusr1cs, Me ruth 250 dus coal 
en, but there is 2 Pecufir Tenderneſs; a ſpe- 


cial 1 Degres of Love, due from one tice bs to 


another. In the largeſt Senſe, all Men are Bre- 
thren; but Ore, 2x6 Tun to be ſo by 
the moſt endearing Ties. have the ſame 

48 8 Spirit, and 


his Rela- 


tion, and the Command of Nai! 


As Brethren ; ſympathize one with a= 


the beſt one o 


believe, and 00. f 
iti either of th 


gations that ariſe from the Relation of 4 Bro- 
ther. But the true Notion of falſe Brother- 
hood will more: Mine bene from the fol. 


lowing Diſcourſe. 
Tux Perſons, the Apoſtle 8 to have a 


with whom he was under the preſent Neceſlity 


of Contending, and the lace nero 1 | 


n to ee . 
5 Fig, 


ommon 
| Lord, ſhould _— them to love one another 


come fulſe Brethren : 


kk 4. „ Eg 3 . 


A 
j 
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up } A 
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FI Tat vie Abele Lg Appear- 


ance of Zeal, they put on, were envious Re- 
vilers of St. Paul and ts) finiſtry.: .... ©; Vi 


a dba bis Int 9 95 they vida gay 
that he tan without being ſent, and was am u 


call'd Intruder, and that they. alone had receiv- 
ed their Authority from CHRIST. Ile con- 


firms his Apoſtolical Miſſion againſt this ſenſe- 


jols Suggeſtion. - With the Corinthians eſpecially, 


e argues from the Succeſs of bis Miniſtry 
among them. By this be commended himſelf — 


every Man's Conſcience in the Sight of. Go: Or, be 
was made enjfeſt. to God . and . their Conſciences. 


So hs, as he had, argu'd K e againſt this 
avil, be ung. not an Apoſtle to others, yet donbt- 


* A oY to them, and.. they were tha, Seal of: his 


in 77 2 1112 wer 2 bis Epiſtle rit- 


Pg: fig their, rts,, kn and read of all Men; 
they were rep 1 
Chriſt miniſtred by lim; ritten not with Inks but 


ee . 40 be the Epiſle of 


with the Spirit 1 * Living God: not in Tables, of - 
Stone, but in fieſhly Tables 5 phe Heart, 1 Cor. i u. 24 


2 Oor. iii, 28. —iv. 2. v 17, + 


Nos will this Argument ever; al | of toben | 
cing thoſe who feel its Force; and prefer Sub 
pce to Sint kante. Nor gan any Man 


by: the Con ark 8. of, it 7 an harſh. 


mputatibn on an iff} 27 Apoſtle. How teel> 
, Man: real nid the Goſpel in 
Cale pt. the, like Natufe, n ee Sinner 
or fle, 1170 gf. Suns know nf. On! 

Thing 1 know, that here Toyas þ lind, nozy. I ſag 
1 feel. that Fun 0 Hangs bath miraculouſly 


fel ord my Sight, Job. Ax. 1 And with what # 


enſſble 


10 "4 7 SERMON © Peach 


ſenſi dle Impreſſion on his Mind doth he conti- 
nue the Argument in Verſes 30, 31, 32,3 3. Way, 
Berein i a marvellow Thing, that ye. know not 
from whence be is, and yet be hath opened mine Eyes: 
Now we know that God heareth not Sinners: but if 
an Nan be 4 Worſbiper. of God, and doth bu Will, 


bim be heareth. \ Since the World begun war it nat i 


| beard, that any Man 
bors blind. If this 


4 "ng. 


1 be Sour ; of the late converts from 
| Fudaiſm were falſe Brethren to St. Paul. 


ened the Eyes * one that was 
A were not of God, be could 


Tus E own'd Chriſtianiry, but were Ene- 8 
mies to the Liberty wherewith Cu IST had | 
made them free: The 3 3 uninftructed | 
for want of Time in the Nature of the die ger — 
they were lately come over to, or elſe they {| 
could not ſhake off the Prejudices of their Edu- 
cation. The Plainneſs and Simplicity of the 
Goſpel diſguſted them, they long d to 1 
Moſer s Yoke and che pofapqus | monies of 
the Temple. | 
Tuxsz were the Men who . 

cenſorious Spies over all the Apoftle's Actions, 
| who ſtood ready to ſirmiſe foe undiſcover d 
Evil in his moſt innocent and commendable Un- 
dertakings. And therefore catch u at the Oc- 
caſion o accuſin him as 
| fpel, becauſe he had d it unto the Gen- 
Files; and had admitted them to the Bleſſiags | 
and Freedom thereof upon CA 15 T's own 


Terms, without obliging chent to be e 2 
after the manner of Meſe 


ntroduce No 


uting the Gqo- 


at EXON, Jan. 30. 1718. 11 


not for an Hour : He exhorts all his Gentile Con- 
verts to fand faſt in their Liberties. To this th 

were called; only they ſhould take Care not to abuſe 
it to an Occaſion of the Fleſh, Gal. ii. F. — v. 13. 

I Sxarir omit any further Enquiry into the 

State of the Primitive Church, and apply the 

Words to 'our own particular Circumſtances. 


We, and our Fathers before us, have been fre- 


quent Sufferers by this kind of Treachery. A 
Review of our Caſe may direct againſt whom 


we are to guard; and what Thankfulneſs we 


owe to Gop for our repeated Deliverances. 
I Snarr. begin with obſerving, That there is 
a Diſtin&ion to be made between falſe Bre- 
thren and open Enemies, In the Verſe from 
 Whence I take my Text. the . Perils from Hea- 
thens and Robbers are diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe 
which he was in from bis own Country- men, and. 
all of them from the Perils among fa Uſe Brethren. 
And even in this Circumſtance our Caſe is like 
the Apoſtles, we are never out of Danger from 
declar d Enemies, who glory in their Enmity, 
and ſeek not to hide it by Diſſimulation. Of 
un ©. ER. 1 
1. Ar L avow'd Unbelievers, who have caſt 
off all Remains of Modeſty which their wicked 
Predeceſſors had preſerw'd in King David's Days. 
Then they ſaid in their Hearts there was no God, 
Pſ. xiv. I. in our Age even Bluſhing at Infide- 
lity is a Vice among them; and they ceaſe not 
to ſpeak out the Senſe of their evil Hearts of 
Unbelief. Or if chere be ſuch a Being, they 
think it in vain to call upon God, and there is no 
- row in ſerving the Almighty - _. 
ru theſe, I reckon the Enemies of Reve- 
„lation; who deſpiſe the Book that came down 
= W's - from 
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from Heaven, as a cunningly devis'd Fable. 
While any makes that the Subject of his wan- 


ton Jeſts, upon which depends my Hopes of 
Eternity, can I eſteem him a Friend or a Bro- 


ther? Can a Man be as my other ſelf, who is a 
Scoffer at my Redeemer ? His worldly Intereſt 


may induce him to put on an Air of Friendſhip ; - 
he may fawningly careſs us as a Patron of our 
1 He may need our Aſſiſtance to raiſe 


| - in 6-5 @! 14 8*” r j 
him to a Capacity of making'a Figure in the 


World; but while he treats the Son of Gov as 
à Deceiver, none of his Pretences can cover the 


cloven Foot, he is of the Houſhold of Satan. 


* 


2. Nexr to theſe I place the bloody perſecu- 


ting Papiſts. „ e JE 
Tus iR very religious Principles have taught 
them Cruelties that corrupt Naturè was a Stran- 
ger to. Human Compaſſion hath not been ſo 
entirely ſuppreſs'd among the Savages of Ame- 
rica, ↄs among them. They are given up to ſtrong 
Deluſions, to believe a De. That they eſteem 


their Merit, Which is their greateſt Reproach. 


They miſname Truth, and call it Hereſy; and 
then compaſs Sea and Land to ſuppreſs it; as if 


Ly! did Gop Service, in deſtroying his ſincere- 


eſt Worſhippers. 8 
Happ Gop's Thunder been at their Biel 


: a SES - 044i o$ FI | enn 7 
the RETORMAT TON had been cruſh'd in i 
early Dawning ; would Heaven or Hell have 


lent their favourable Help, our Fore- fathers had 
never carry'd it ſo far, but by the divine Bleſ- 


fing we thrive under their Anathema's. 


1 


Tux glory in their being our Enemies; and 


would efteem it's Reproach for us to pretend to 


tne Title of their Brethren, unles we receive the 


f and 


; 1 
v N 


en Pradd 
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W 
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and worſhip bim. To. carry on their aa 
Tricks hey th may hide themſelves under the 
Mask of a Proteftage and Brother,, as Job treat- 


ed Abner, with that ſoft Appellation to get the 


* Opportunity to ſmite him under the fifth 


Devouring Wol ves, as . they. are, they. may 


br digit. under 4 Shepherd's Clotbing. Satas 
bimſelf can put on the Appearance f an Angel 

Ligbt; therefore it is no great Thipg if bis. Mini- 
a N alſo be transform d as the Miniften, 


of. Righte= 
ouſneſs, 2 Cor, xi, 13, 14,15. Under different 
orrow'd Shapes, they had the greateſt Influ- 

ence upon the diſmal Tragedy of this Day, the 

conſulted about, and further d the King's Death 


to the uttermoſt of their Power. This hath been 


clearly diſcover'd to the Satisfaction of the Un- 
prejudic'd ; though, not to the Silencing thoſe 
Who ſhut their Eyes againſt the. Light, Dr. 1 


ter Du Moulin e to give; the World 


full Account of the whole Affair after the Re. 


floration, had not the Court forbidden it. 
I Recxon., Rebels againſt. 7 and 


way of 1 r 1 e Mc open ker 


£ Power of bond to their Nimes dar our oF 
ligion and Liberties haye not heen ſucceeded 


by Superſtition and Popery ; and that the beſt 


of Princes with the delt Title in the 


es, 3 1 World, 


” A SERMON Pra 


| Wotld, had not become as mean and . 
as they have endeavour d to 1 hav him, > . 


their clandeſtine treaſonable Saryrs. Bat b 
the Favour of Gon he Reigns and Triumphs 
and enjoyeth the Divine Pleaſure of rewa 
ungrateful Traitors with Pardon and Merc 
while very few comparatively fell under a deſc 
ved Condemnation. 

"Many of the Nos jurors l reckoned addin 


ns 


for a charitabte Diffinction in Favour of othets. 
If we are partial let it be on the charitable ſide: 
Theſe tis true, by refuſing their Oaths, dif- 
own the Foundation on which the Government 
ſtands; but then they have appear d leſs violent 


and furious than their N And ſome of 0 


them have dreaded, the 'Tyranny of a popi 
Prince, although they 1 7 , 


deeply fixed in their Minds. From this incon- 
iſtence of there Oaths with their former Noti- 
to 4 Rerolu 
wiſe peaceable and inoffen five throughout their 
Liyes, * | oo * . $$" 35 of KA 


rizge than theirs, who ftick at no Oath that 
can be impos'd; but are equally diſpoſed to take 


and to break chem, whom nothing can diſcover 


tobe declared Enemies, nor bind to be fairhful 
Subjects. 

MY next and moſt im mportane Enquiry is, 
ho ate the fulſe Brethren from whom we have 
been or art in moſt viſible Danger? J mall men- 
tion them 1 in = following Order. 


our profeſs” d Enemies; that I might leave Room 


d nor root out the 
Notions which 'thiry © early imbibed, and had 


enes, they refuſed to ſwear 
on Government, but were other- 


"How dhe opener and hotefleiwas this Car- | 


* ALL 


4 
5 5 
G 1 
4 
1 
1 
1 


viſſhly rejo ced at ee 
Rebellion hegun 


preme — N Ness th 


Qecaſian, of a 


— at EXON, Jan. 2 — : 15 


I. At that take the et the 3 


when they wait for an Oppretanicy 1 
it, are f chis Number, i 21. 


Men who fear (as they profeſs) inTieach; 
in Righteouſneſs, and in Judgment, henahey 
Are lifting up their Hands unto the moſſ high in 
Deceit and Hy 


pocriſy, we haye not wanted 
aue who, in the very Article of 
4 ” 1 their Hops — — 
. whom, 8 belangs. 
8 are the Men who, one 
2 under à Curſe ta reveal all . 


to 10 . Wo 1 


have appeared 95 W one Days 
mies the next ; ot v 


Wig the Ga . 2 Mien rs 
£ Ge 4 
Uſe of the inted Calledcs, jy have pyb- 


: — 15 r the King upon the Throne 


when the. following Week, — baue dere 
os a Foreign Prince hath a magh better 
then King Grun. Adding, the uſual — 
that fires the unthinking Multitude; vi. that 
the preſent is a Presbyterian Adminiſtration, 
and they, good Proteſtants as ey: are! Had ra · 


— live under —_— 


— — ans whos 


Sys- 


PR 28 


+ falſe Brethren 


ani 


A Stxmon Preachd d! 


Ps 
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SupposE now this ſenſeleſs Calumny was ex- 
actly true; and that the Presbyterians were not 
excluded from all Places of Truſt, this they knew 
as well before as after they took the Oath of 
Abjuration, in which, They acknowledge, 
* teſtify and declare before Gop and the World, 
© And in their own Conſciences; that King 
“ Gkokck is lawful and rightful Kino of this 


— 


ce believe that the Pretender hath not any Right 


or Title whatſoever, &. In the ſame Oath 


cc renouncing all Equivocation, mental Evaſion; 


or ſecret Reſervation whatſoever?. How 
can Men take this Oath' while they believe an 


unalienable Right to flow from Proximity of 
Blood! Without ſome Jeſuitical Evaſion, would 
they not tremble to prevaricate with the Name 
of Gop in their Months? Do they imagine he 
is become ſuch an one as themſelves; or that he 
will hold thoſe guiltleſs, tbat tate bis Name in 
—_— i SR KT 
Warn I call theſe Men falſe Brethten, I con- 


fine-it not to diſſenting Proteſtants only, as if 


they were only falſe to us; for they undermine 
the Reformation and our civil Liberties too. 
Under the Appearance of good Subjects they 


are ſecret Traitors to Gop and'the King. 


5 


II. Tus Inventors, or induſtrious Spreadets of 


leſſening infamous Stories againſt the Go- 
vernment, and the beſt Friends of it are alſo 
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Tux Generation, who make Lyes their Refuge, and 
under Falſhood do hide themſelves. Who live at 
Eaſe under the Protection of the Government 
and would fain ingroſs all the Places of Profit; 
when their Tongues are ſet on Fire to abuſe 
its beſt Friends. Now their Hands are reſtrain- 
ed from Perſecution, they follow their Supe- 
Tiors with the bittereſt Reproaches, one Phraſe, 
in their Opinion, includes the moſt complicated 
Slander ; which therefore they have always at 
Hand for a ſucceſsful General; a faithful Mi- 
niſter of State; a moderate Bifhop, or an un- 
corrupt Judge, and that is, That they are Preſ- 
byterians, or Enemies to the Church. What- 
ever they have done or ſuffered for the Church's 
Intereſts, how hearty ſoever they have ap- 
pear'd in her Cauſe, all is undervalu'd unleſs 
they joyn Soul and Body to their implacable 
Faction. What a conſtant Eye- ſore muſt we 


then be to them when they ule a Presbyterian 


as the moſt aggravated Term of Reproach. One 
Conſideration makes us the more ealy, wiz. 
That they are always prepared to faften this 
Name on the KinG's and the Nations beſt 
Friends ; which therefore they proſecute with 
an unrelenting Malice. . | 
| Bxroks the late Queen unhappily made the 
great Change in her Miniſtry, ſome among 
them had Faces hard enough to affirm, Thar 
* Her Majeſty was the only Friend the Church 
* had in the Adminiſtration, that the Tolera- 
© tion was advanced in the Place of the Eſta- 
© bliſhment, that Ten thouſand foreign Beg- 
© gars were ſent for in a Seaſon of S:arcity, 
* which rendred them doubly uſeſul; firit to 
© take the Bread out of the Mouths of the na- 
„ „ „ b Uſe 
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tive poor; and then as Occaſion ſhould re- 


*© quire, to cut the Throats of thoſe who ſhould 
e not periſh by Want and Famine. That the 


© Dregs and Scum of every Nation under Hea- 
ven, Blacks and Hottentors not excepted, were 
** invited to joyn their Brethren in England, 
*© that Rebellion was eſteem'd the moſt neceſ- 
* ſary Requiſite to qualify any one for being 
c intruſted with the Government; and Diſobe- 
** dience was the principal Recommendation 


for Her Majeſty's Service. That thoſe were 


the moſt proper Perſons to guard the 


* Throne, who on the firſt Diſlike were 
** every whit as ready prepared to guard the 
Scaffold *. Have but the Patience to hear 


- yourſelves deſcribed too, and your Character 
is as agreeable to Truth and Charity, as all the 
reſt. For your Parts then (my Brethren) you 


are ſaid to be always inſatiable in your De- 
** mands, implacable under Diſappointments, 
© Tyrants in Power, and Rebels out f. 

Let us be as eaſy as poſſible under this Treat- 
ment, but methinks civiler Language would 
better become Men of very paſſive Principles, 
who pretend to no other Weapons but Prayers 


and Tears under the moſt perſecuting Magi- 


ftrates. Is this ſnarling biting kind of Rhetorick 
the Reward of Magiſtrates, who are the Mini- 


ſters of Gov unto them for good? I fear if they 
really fell under the Hands of auſtere Maſters, 


they would find Rebellion and Curſes, inſtead 


of Prayers and Tears. 


Poss1BLy the broad and malicious Inven- 
tions 


* —— 


* Dr. Walker's Preface to his Attempt, &c. bia. 
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tions in a late W may skreen us from the 
Malignity of many others in the Book; the 
ſhocking Diſguſt theſe have given, hath led 
Men to judge of the Tale gathering Doctor's 
Stories with proportionable Abatements, and 
then the Book will bear ſome Reſemblance 
to the Perſian Scorpion, which is deſperately ve- 
nemous if it did not carry with it an etfectual 
Antidote. 
MkrhiIxxs Authors of ſuch warm Tempers 
ſhould ſometimes calmly ask. themſelves, Whe- 
ther they expect no more favourable Interpreta- 
tion of their Actions from the Judge of the 
World, than they allow unto others? If not Dr. 
Bret would be their beſt Friend, if he could 
prove they had Authority to forgive one ano- 
ther before- hand. | 
Tuis Kind of Treatment we and our Fathers | 
have always been expoſed too. Nature under 
the Influence of a Tory Spiric commonly work- 
eth Uniformity. What intolerable Partiality is 
to be met with in the Parties favourite Hiſto- 
rian; more eſpecially in his Characters of the 
Pa 52 and Puritans? The former have the moſt 
sen Allowance for their Wickedneſs; 
the moſt commendable Actions of the latter 
meet with the moſt uncharitable Turn. A ſingle 
Inſtance will convince you of this: “ The 
Lord Cottington had been a Papiſt in Spain, and 
& aProceſtanr (or a vile Hypocrite) in England; 
© for he had joyned in full Communion with 
© the Church of England. He was eſteem'd an 
% Apoſtate by the Papiſts, and ſuſpected of 
* Popery by Proteſtants. He was a Man of the 
* moſt profound Diflimulation. He ſeem'd re- 


L ſolved if he dy'd in Tones. to die a Prote- 
C 2 | ſtant ; 


ka) 
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tant; and if he dy'd in Spain to die a Papiſt, 


c and a Papiſt he died in Spain,” This is the 


Hiſtorian's own Account, and this ſoft Remark 
concludes the whole. « No Man was more 
«© willing to die, which was an Argument chat 
ce he had Peace of Conſcience *. 

MR. Lowe was executed on Tower-Hill for 
promoting the Intereſt of King Charles IT, and 
* He died as the braveſt — honeſteſt Man 
could do in the moſt pious Occaſion, he ap- 


| © peared with a marvellous Undauntedneſs, and 


was tranſported with an inward Joy of Mind 
* at his dying as a Martyr. ” This is the Hiſto- 


rians Account of the Manner of his Death: Now 


obſerve the Sting that follows. All this, he 
F* adds, was but a raving Fit; and the wonder- 
c ful Operation of a Presbyterian Spirit upon the 
6 Minds of thoſe that were poſleſs'd of it T. 
To cover ſo ſevere a Surmiſe, the Reader is pre- 
ſented with the falſeſt Account of his Behaviour, 
in other Inſtances, in almoſt every Particular, 


cContrary to, or different from what was atteſt- 
ed by Eye · Witneſſes when the Author of this 
Account was in another Country. 


My remaining Part of the Dilkourle ſhall be 


more confined to the Conſideration of Our own 


Danger. 


III. T HEY are fall: Brethren from whom we 


are in Perils, who would render all our Mi- 
niſtrations invalid. 


Wiruour any Authority from the Goſpel, 
We 


9 I 


— 


* Lord Clarendon's Hiſtory. Yu Ed. Vol. I. p. 100. „vol. 
II. p. 380. &c. 8 Ibid. Vol. III. pag. 434. 
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we have, as far as in them lies, been deprived 
of Gop's Covenant Mercy; and ſer on a level 


with Heathens, or are rather repreſented as in 
a more deſperate State than they ; Arguments 
are uſed to prove them capable of Salvation, 
while our Caſe 1s pronounc'd hopeleſs. Uncha- 
ritableneſs hath ſupply'd the Want of Reaſon ; 
and then not one Promiſe in che Covenant of 
Grace belongeth to us. We uſe our beſt En- 


deavours to difcover the Truth, and diſtinguiſh 


it from Error, and do it with Minds prepar'd co 
receive the one, and reje the other; or diſpo- 

ſed to embrace whatever cometh from G0; 
whatever hath a Foundation in Reaſon or 


_ Scripture. We muſt however humbly acknow- - 


ledge ourſelves to be fallible; but we are not 
Maſters of our own Convictioꝶ, for we can- 


not with-hold our Aſſent upon latisfying Evi- 


dence, nor can we believe againſt the Light. 
And it is not pretended that we reject the Truths 
of the Goſpel. 

Wer then are our Adminiſtrations invalid 2 
Have we not the Goſpel for our Rule? Have 
we corrupted any of the Ordinances of CHRIST 
by ſinful Addictions? Nothing of this is pre- 
tended. But we may poſſibly be miſtaken in 
our Notions of Churck-Government, or to 
ſpeak plainly, we lay no Streſs on an uninter- 


rupted perſonal Succeſſion of Dioceſan Prelates ; 
_ whoſe Original is harder to be found out than 


the Head of the River Nile. And ſuppoſe we 
could diſcover it in the Goſpel itſelf; did Men 
but keep their Minds open to Convictions, 
they would ſee many undeniable Incerruptions, 


before it deſcended to them. 


WareNnce do our Brethren derive this Sucefſi- 
| on? 
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on? Cometh it not through a Church over-run - 
with Superſtition and Idolatry 2 Which had cur 
| herſelf off from all the Churches of CHRIS I 
upon Earth? And if the Church of Rome, from 
whence the Epiſcopal Church of England claim 
this Succeſſion, was the proper Subject of all the 
Powers Cuk1sr committed to his Diſciples ; and 
among others that of Binding and Looſing: (in 
our High-Church Acceptation) it convey 'd 
none of them unto the Reformed. For by Ex- 
communication it cut them off from the Body of 
 Cunrisr : And, as far as was in them, entirely 
depriv'd them of all manner of Authority. And 
if that Sentence had no Effect, if the Papiſts A 
wanted the Power of Binding and Looſing, 
which they aſſert, Chxis r left with his Church; 
can others poſſibly derive from them, what 
they wanted themſelve s 
Ox thus the Argument may be abridg'd. If 
they wanted the Power which our Brethren 
claim from them, their Claim comes to No- 
thing. If they really poſſeſs'd it, they employ- 
ed it in cutting off all the Reformed from the 
Body of ChRIsT. % $7241 1535 5) | 
Bes1ves, to depend ſo much on a Succeſſion 
of Perſons, and ſo little on the Soundneſs -of 
Doctrine; leaves the Church entirely at the 
Mercy of the Prieſts ; (as they-call chemſelves,) 
without any Capacity of preſerving themſelves. 
And that remarkable Text, in Rev. xviii. 4. 
can no way be reconcil'd with this uſurping 
Scheme, Come out of her my People, that ye be not 
Partakers of her Sins, and that ye receive not of her 
Plagues. The Place is generally by Proteſtant 
Expoſitors apply'd to our forſaking the Church 


of Rome. Upon the Principles of our falſe Bre- 
= thren 


* 
» 
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ehren, God's People might truly reply, We may 
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be ſav'd in this Communion under a perſonal 


Succeſſion of Biſhops; if we come out of this 


Church without our Biſhops Concurrence we 
ſhall put ourſelves out of Gop's Covenant; and 
forfeit our Intereſt in the Promiſes of the Goſ- 
pel. Methinks ic ſhould make a little Impreſſi- 
on on thoſe who condemn us to conſider, That 
the Conſequence of their Doctrine includes or 
reaches to all the Reformed Churches, and 


that herein their furious Zeal carrieth them 


further than our common Enemy: I do not 
find that Proteſtants of any Denomination are 


rebaptized upon their becoming Papiſts. 


Ix theſe Conſiderations are of no Force, we 


| would put them in mind, that in this, as well 


as in other Matters, they have deſerted their 


learned Predeceſſors. For the Biſhops Bancroft 


and Bilſon in the Hampton- Court Conference, 
own'd, © That the Miniſter is not of the Eſ- 


© ſence of the Sacrament: And this they ſaid, 
as à Rule agreed unto among all Divines *.” 


So that if we were as arrant Intruders as our an- 
gry Brethren have repreſented us, our Admini- 


| ftrations are not to be call'd in Queſtion. From 


whom have they borrow'd the Notion, but 


from a profeſsd Enemy to the Eftabliſh'd 


Church, as well as to Proteſtant Diſſenters f. 


I hope the younger Clergy- do not as haſtily 


follow that Underminer of the REPORMATION 


in his other Extravagancies; particularly in his 
denying the Immortality of thoſe Souls, the 
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Adminiftrator of whoſe Baptiſm was not Epiſ- 


copally ordain d: If they do, they may leave 


ſome of their Fathers to periſh in their Graves 
with the Beaſts. It is no new thing, I confeſs, to 


meet with paſſionate Zealots condemning their 
own Church, and themſelves, and their Bible 
too; to expres their Reſentment againſt us, 
And to lead us unto the Lake that burneth 
© with Fire and Brimſtone, and there to leave 
* us with the Devil and his Angels. Well, 
my Brethren, we will not be caft down, we 
appeal to a more impartial Judgment-Seat: 
even to a God by whom Adtions are weighed, who 
is to be their Judge as well as ours, and with 
as it ſhall be but @ (mall thing to be judged of Men; 
He that judgeth us all is the Lord, x Cor. iv. 3,4. 
Ab the Rule of our Judgment will be the 
Goſpel of CHRIST, and not the fallible Wri- 


tings of Man; and ſo far we are ſaſe enough, 


by the Confeſſion of ſome of the keeneſt of our 


falſe Brethren. © For even Dr. Hicks himfelf, 


« while he ſtudy'd Divinity out of the Scrip- 
© tures, was well enough ſatisfy d to receive 
* the Lord's- Supper in a Church of Presbyteri- 
% ans; but when he laid aſide his Bible, and 
* ſtudy'd ir out of the Fathers, then he ſaw 
* Things in another Light T7. „ 
. Marv our. Religion be found in our Bibles, and 
we will not fear what Man can ſay againſt it. 


are falſe Brethren. * 
PET 1 Ar. 


— Sache verell sExpreflion in his Sermon at St. Paul's. 
I State Anatomy of Great Britain. And a neighbour- 


ing Perſon of Qaulity, who aw him at the Lord's-Sup- 


per at Monrpellier, confirms that Part of the Story tome. 


. 1 
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IF is" Aint grown to an ettabliſh d Maxim 
among the younger Tory Clergy, That it is bet- 
Ter be 4 > Palit then 4 Presbyterian. Bp. Laud's 
Ereleft⸗ fla Rintanid & Tubs Genevnſi, might 'poſ- 

Ably Sf give the firft Riſe to this. Of late it is 

v's, and very much countenancd, 'fince 
hoes Nation Ws l d from - Popery, and we have 
-had- Proteſtamt Princes, wha! 12 mate the 
Cotiſtitution the Mei ure of their Government; 
flncs the Claim of an Endependency, and 4 con- 

einud Legiſlature itt tlie Church, this feems to 
be one of the firſt Lectures that is. read by 
their Tutors in Oaford. Perſons who return 
From thence ignorant in their Bibles and Cate- 
ebifme, to 'a' ſcandalous Degree, (ſays a late 
Biſhop, who had Opportunity to know) bring 
this Maxim upon the Top: of their Tongues. 
Nor is it unſuitable to the Doctrines of Heredi- 
tary Right and Paſſive- Obedience; and the 
'Defigns with which they were fo warmly in- 
Tiſed on in the latter Part of the laſt Reign. 
Doctrines that at preſent»are' hardly menti- 
oned by the great Advocates of them. Not 
that we are to ſuppoſe, that the Hangman's 
Burning the infimous Oxford-Decree abour the 
Right of Inheritance, hath rooted thoſe No- 


tions out of their Minds. No; as it hangs ſtill 


in ſome College- Halls, it appears too deeply 
rooted in many of their Minds; but they have 
bad. that Profpe& to revive! "them, as chen they 
l Rur vnn to thetr darlin g Maxim, That *tis 
better le #- Papiſt, than 4 regbyterian. And 1 
ſhalt ſpend a little Time to enquire into the 
Juſtice and Reafon of it. 


Lex it eee be coker for granted, for 
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the preſent, that we are miſtaken in every In- 


ſtance of our Diſſent: We differ far leſs from 


them than the Papiſts do. If Light be better 


than Darkneſs; Liberty, than Slavery; Purity, 


than Superſtition; the Articles of their on 
Church, than the Decrees of the Council of 
Trent ; and the Bible, than the Maſi- Book; then 


| 3s it better to be a Presbyterian, than a Papiſt. Bi- 


ſhop Ailmer, who was as great an Enemy to 


Moderation, as any of his Co-temporaries, as 
1 : . I. © 
I have read, added one more, viz. tis better 


have my Surplice pull d off, than my Throat cut, 
then tis better to be @ Puritan than « Papiſt. 
Ir is well if ſome are not weary of the 


XXXIX Articles, rather than in any Fear of 


Presbytery. How elſe. could they give into ſo 
wild a Paradox? The Papiſts are declard Op- 
poſers of Twenty-five of their Articles; while 
we diſſent but from Three, and à Part of a 
Fourth. Where is Mens Sincerity in ſubſcrib- 
ing them, if they had rather have Twenty-five 


of them taken away, than Three or Four of 


1 
s 


I Au almoſt afraid to mention the Tyranny 


* 


the leaſt Importance amended? 
and Ignorance which Popery brings with it. 
Theſe Things have been - daub'd over by ſome 
foftning Diſtinctions among our falſe Brethren, 

by the late Biſnop of Condom 
himſelf. Be it ſofgherefore, , may they ſay, 
that they are T yrs and Idolaters, and that 
they with-hold theF3ble from the People; after 
all, they have Dioceſan Biſhops. among them. 
And if this be the Reaſon of Mens chooſing Po- 
pery before the RxroRmaATiON under Presby- 
tery, then thefe Three immediate, neceſſary 


1. Ir 


* — 


them. $3 Þ- „ 
3. Ir muſt be the Duty of all the Reformed 
Abroad, who cannot obtain a Proteſtant Biſhop, 
to return unto Popery, under the Penalty of eter- 
nal Damnation. The cunning Promoters of 
this current Maxim, ſee whither it would lead 
Men, better than their Unthinking Followers. 
We need not be in Pain ſor the Succeſs of ſuch 
Divinity. Arguments of greater Strength, and 
leſs ſhocking and offenſive to the beſt Part of 
their own Communion, muſt fill their Churches 
by emptying others. They are now diſappoint- 
ed in their Expectation of the Revival of whol- 
ſom Severities; and they had beſt furniſh their 
young Miflionaries with Reaſons more ſolid 
than theſe; or we may have Occaſion ſhortly 
to pull down our Meeting-Houſes, and to build 
- can Mag TH one ne 
Mar they make the beſt of their Jeſuitical 
Cant. Were they at Liberty, ſome of them 
might be inclin'd to carry their Maxim further 
than it is yet prudent to confeſs. But we will 
not anſwer them in their own Language, 
Were we reduced to the Neceſſity of joyning 
with one of the two Churches, we had much 
rather joyn to a Church, whoſe Prayers we 
underſtood; which allowed the common Uſe 
of the Bible; which was under the Legal Su- 
premacy of the Civil Magiſtrate; ail We 
Members were ans” 2220s from perle! 
dl 9 2 CUTIE 
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outing their Brethren; than to 2 Cabal of 
wicked Politicians, claiming Independency and 


Infallibilicy ; who are wild and drench'd in 
the Blood of the Saints and Martyrs of Jesus; 

and who would enſlave both Soul and Body to 
their arbitrary Wills, . 


As x not how we can be Papiſts in diſguiſe, | 


conſiſtent wich this darling Maxim. It is not 


the firſt Time we have been pelted with Accu- 


ſations that do contradict one another. If we 


5 e (as the ſame falſe Accuſers have often al- 
edged) Papiſts in Maſquerade, their Propoſi- 
tion is harmleſs enough; and amounts but to 
this. We had rather be Papiſts than Papiſts, or 
we had rather be 5 Papi than Papiſts in 


Diſguiſe. 


V. Tus r are falſe 1 who to 883 
and expoſe us, draw ftrain'd and unconneQ- 
ed m_ from ſound and «Rona Prin- 
ciples. | 


Conaquencss have been charged ppon us 
that have no manner of Relation to our Noti- 
ons; but are tackt to chem by a paſfionate De- 5 


fire of Defamation, 


W᷑E believe it to be our Duty to obey Kings, | 
and all that are in Authority: They are Gop's 
Miniſters to us for good, and a Terror to evil 
Doers. We take the Law, and the publick Good 


to be the Rule and Meaſure of the Magiſtrates 


Power, and the Subjects Obedience and ubm 

jon. Reſiſting a Magiſtrate who thus governs 

en, is reſiſting the Ordinance of God: And be 

that ref feth, ſhall receive unto himſelf Damnation, : 
We cannot $ rp. Pace with Our angry Bee: 
thre 


* 
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zhren any farcher, vr cannot tun into cheir 
abject and ſervile Flattery, we cannot promiſe 


Obedience without Reſerve; or that we will 


Nand ſtill as upconterned Witneſſes of the Ruin 
of our Conſtitution, nor can We imagine a law- 
leſs Tyrant to be QD Almighty's Repreſentative: 
And that a brave and free People muſt tamely 
ſubmit, whilſt he turneth his Kingdom inte 
n Acalala ms. We deſire to he excuſed from 
Jearning Quean Bfher's Caſtern Complement; 
F we are ſold for:Rondmmen, and Bondwewen, we 
ſball bold eur Pesce. We were free born, 
e this Freedom we hope to live and 

War Inference can Juſtice dnaw from all 
this to out Prejudice? But chis is not to be 
expected from falſe Accuſers of their Brethren. 
They therefore; aſſure the World, That we 
4 claim @ Power to cancel qur Allegiange at 
5. Pleaſure ; to call our Sovereign to an AG- 


c gount for High Treaſon againſt his Supreme 


© Subjects, and to dethrone and er him 
Ff for a Criminal, and our Principles will juſti- 
5 fy all the Treaſons that ever were or can bg 
ec committed in the World.“ And another 
F adds, chat Rebellion is as natural to us 25 
6 , Breathing.” And we are not the only Per- 
ſons who are treated by them after this unjuſt, 
uncharitable Manner. Some of the brighteſt 
Ornaments of their own Communion, feel the 
lame Effects of their Paſſion, when they are 
at a Loſs for Argument. A great Man 
lately exhorted them to a cloſe and imme- 


© diate 
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© diate Regard to 7 Cunis r as their King. 
From hence in an'angry haſte they would in- 
fer, That Men could not, conſiſtent with 
. * cis be exhorted to reverence thoſe that are 
over them in the Lord; or to pay a due Re- 
& gard to their ſpititual-Paſtors and Teach- 
& ers. *” From the Denial of an abſolute Au- 
thoricy in Church Governors, they very wiſe- 
ly inferr'd that there could be no conditional, 
or other Kind of Authority maintain d. It is 
very conſiſtent for the Authors of ſuch kind of 
Reaſoning, to quit Scripture and Argument 
for their own Impoſitions and Interpretations, 
or to remove their Church (as much as in: them 
lieth) from the Foundation which Chkisr hath 
laid, and to build it upon a Plurality of Votes. 
More connected Reaſoning and ſofter Words, 
than they uſually give, would better prevent 
the Danger of their Church; about which they 
have made ſo great a Noiſe,” If che laſt Reſort 
muſt be to a Convocation of ſuch Diſputants, 
and we may appeal no further, the Lord have 
Mercy upon them; their Building Wal betzin 
to Make 
Bur why mould we or their Biſhops com: 
plain ? When the Bible itſelf hath bad ſucti 
looſe kind of Inferences faſtned to it, or drawn 
from it. Therein we are taught, to render 20 
Cæſar the Things that are Cæſars: Hence Men 
have inferred that, © our Eftates and Properties 
are cæſars, and that a King may raiſe Taxes 
“in our limited Monarchy without Act of 
” Parliament. 427 T __ early were ſome 
: | Preach- 
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Preachers enlightned by ſtudying Divinity out 
of the Fathers, under the Influence of the Spi- 
Arx the Savoy Conference, after the Reſtau- 


ration of King Charles II, Mr. Baxter ſpeak- 


der ing of England, happened to ſay, the Na- 


tion, and not the Kingdom: Whence ſo lear- 


ned a Man as Biſhop Stern obſerved, that he 
would not call it Xingdom, leſt he ſhould ac- 
knowledge the Title of the King. | 


VI. Fatsz Accuſers are alſo falſe Brethren. 
48 PSY: 1 N ES. | ; : . 
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War a Load of unprow d Scandal hath the 
Return of this Day produced againft us? Preach- 


x 
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ing hath been proſtituted to propagate Hatred, 


Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs. 4 Faß bath 
been. obſerved: for Striſe and Debate; and to [mite 
with the Fiſt of \Wickedneſs. The Day hath been 


as much abus d of late by Slandering and Blaſ- 
phemy, as it was of Old in Beheading of King 


Charles I. Hating our Brother is Murder. Ha- 
ting him without any Provocation, is an ag- 
gravated Degree of it. And there have been, 


Z according to this Rule, Ten thouſand Murders 


eommitted on this Day, beſides that for which 
it is remembred. e ; 


_ Tus Sufterings. of a ſinful Man have been 


made equal, if not ſuperior to thoſe of the 
Son of Gop. And Forgery hath: followed this 
Blaſphemy, by charging all the Guilt upon us, 
who are perfectly free from his Blood: For our 
Hans have not ſhed it, neither have our Eyes ſeen 


Tus 
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Dr. calamys Abridgmeat of Baster's Life, Vol. I. pas: 
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- Tar whole Nation of SeorlapZ'proteffed: 2s 


gainſt it. More than a Hundred of the Com- 
mons were violently excluded, becauſe 'they 


voted for a perſonal Treaty upon the King's 


Conceſſions: Which. was directly againſt any 


Tryal. All the Houſe of Lords, who were 


eſteem d Presbyterians; abſolutely voted againft 


it; . wha were therefore turned out of tlieir 
Houſe, and voted to be uſeleſs ; the Preabyteriuu 
City Minifters, td the Number of ahout fixey, 
printed à ſerious Warning againſt it; when in 
doing it they exposd themſelrrs to the grtateſt 
Hazard. Have they nam'd a Presbyterian that 
voted for erecting the High Commiſkon Court? 
Have they-nam'd any of that Denomination that 
fate and concurr'd in the Seutence ? Did they 
not throughout and ff 5 
Pulpic declare againſt any Attempts upon the 
King's Perſon? And muſt his Blood notwich- 
ſtanding all this, lie upon us? Well! we appeal 
with Aſſurance to the Gov who will vindicate 


our Cauſe. With the fame Juſtice. may w_ 
Charge upon us all the Royal Blood that hatt 


been ſhed ſince the Conqueſt to this Day. vw 


Bur ſome. of our Predeceſſors zoyn'd with 


the Parliament in the Beginning of that Wart 
Doth it follow therefore, that they beheaded the 


King? If the Cauſes of the War, were the Au- 


thors or Cauſes of the Death of che King; then 
ſuch as he eſteem' d his Boſom Friends, were the 
Authors of his Ruin. For the true Cauſes of 


the War, were the Flattering the Prince with . 
an exorbitant, illegal Power; the raifing Taxes 


without Acts of Parliament: A Popiſh Match, 
and the countenancing of Papiſts conſequent 


Cn 


Parlia- 


— 


; 


Exgland and Scotland from the. 


thereupon ; and the forbidding to ſpeak of 
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18. 33 
Parliartients. Theſe, both the Lord Clarendon and 
Ruſhwerth prove, had a mighty Influence in 


PET 


producing the following War and Confuſions. 


There were two Occaſions more, which the for- 
mer great Hiſtorian doth-not come to acknow- 


ledge; which as much conduc'd to the Miſun- 


derſtanding. and Breach between the King and 
the two Houſes, as all other Things; and they 
were, The Attempt to bring up the Northern 
Armies againſt the Parliament, and the iſh 
Rebellion and Maſſacre. Both which were 


firmly believ'd in the Houſes; to be done by the 


Conſent of the Court. 


+ 


Direction, and with the Ce 
ons, Providence hath 


Of both which Tranſacti 


brought more to Light than ſome Perſons are 


willing to have known. 


Wir na the ſame Regard to Fruth and Modes 


ſty „ have we been accus das Enemies to Peace; 
who are inſatiable in our Demands, who know! 
not what we would have, or are reſoly'd never 


to be ſatisfy'd; And this Accuſation hath been 


rais'd and 'countenanc'd by Perſons who do; 
or may eaſily know it to be a mere groundleſs 
Fiaion; and who of all Men among Prote- 


ſtants, are the moſt notorious Hinderers of the 
Peace of CHRIST's Church. | £ 


= 


I. Tzz whole Accuſation is groundleſs, and 
may eaſily be known ſo to be. 1 

Uron Queen Elizabeth's Acceſſion to the 
Crown, the Puritan Miniſters earneſtly labour'd 


for Peace by a few condeſcending Alterations : 


And moſt of the Biſhops that were cordial Pro- 
teſtants, were very willing to have made thoſe 
Condeſcentions to them; they lamented the 
Queen's Stiffneſs againſt it; and to that, and 
the Intrigues of the Church Papiſti, they im- 


——_— 


—. 


* the Continaance of the Things chat were 
offenſive and burdenſome 


Warn King James I. ſucceeded Queen Eli- h 


erb, the Millenary- Petition only deſir d a Re- 


taxation or Change of ſome few Particulars, 


that were in themſelves indifferent, to ſecure 2 
laſting Peace. Upon the Reftinration, King 
Gbarles II, declar'd, That the Presbyterian Divines 


that attended him at Breda, were modeſt in their 


Requeſts, without defiring to remove the Foun- 
dations; nor were hey Enemies to Epiſeopacy: 


They often expreſs'd their Readineſs to ſubmit 
to Biſhop Uſber's: Model of Epiſcopacy; nay, 


moſt of them would thankfully have comply d 


with King Charles's Declaration, and gave him 


hearty and publick Thanks for it. 
'S1R Orlando Bridgman and Sir Matthew: Hale, 
 afcerwards drew up a Bill to unite. us by ſome 


few Conceſſions in circumſtantial Matters. And 


this was done at the Deſire of many of the 


LeadingDiſfenters,as well as ſome Learned Con- 
formiſts. In their firſt Addreſs: to K. William 


and Q Aar, they expreſs'd their-concurri 
Willingneſs to unite with their Brethren. An 


the Time would fail to reckon up all the Peti- 
tions, Propoſals and Offers, which with Scorn 5 


have been rejected. 


2. Thz moſt provoki Article is yet to 


be added, We are call'd Enemies to peace, 
by thoſe who have always hated it worſe than 


Death, and have hinder d it with all their in- 
11 


tereſt, 


|» 4 


* Biſhop of dens s 1 Som Zurich. p. 55, 5 ou | 
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mops Jewel and Horn were both for changing the 
. — the Papiſts left, &e. Ibidem. 
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3 wn verily thought that Archbiſhop Bu. 


; F: broke his Heart, for fear the Parliament 


ould make ſome Attempt towards Hedling our 
Breaches by a few neceſſary Alterations *. 
AxrERwWARIUs in the Reign of King Chirlss T, 
«« when Biſhop Williams and others met in t 
* Feruſalem Chamber, and agreed upon ſome 


. Amendments of the Chureh- Service, Arch- 


00 biſhop Laud and his Faction, eſteem'd that 


Reformation to threaten as great Dangers 
= ce to the Church, as the other Confuſions did to 


& the State. Heylan's Cope. Ali. p. 143, 1445 


145 
AD no queſtion; * muſt have prov'd very 


fatal; for Men were to leave off bowing to- 


wards the Altar; the Miniſter was not co turn 
to the Zaß in reading the Creed; but towards 


the Pcople, that they might the better hear what 


he deliver'd. | 
Udon the Refauration a Reſolution was ta- 
ken, Fhat nothing ſhould be alter d. They 


"wg Gfred out the Notions of our Miniſters, on pur- 


poſe to know how to caſt them out, as a ve 


Ted and learned Biſhop is ſaid to have fore- 


told upon his Dearh-Bed f. When he had 


_ thankfully acknowledg d the Providence of Go 
in opening the Way for the King's Return ; 


he added, I fear be will bring with him ſuch 
« Chuchmen of Biſhop Lasd's Principles, as 
ec will not part with one Rag of the Ceremo- 
i nies to bind up the bleeding Wourids of the 
m Che of Jesus ChRIS T 
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Bron King William's granting the Eccleſ aſti- | 
cal Commiſſion, there was ſuch an Uproar 
raisd in their rebellious Natures as was never 
ſince allay'd ; and they never forgave him li- 
ving or dying, for attempting to heal the 
Breaches which they were reſolv'd to keep open. 
The good old Saying of the ancient Barons, 
Nolumus Leges Anglia mutari, by an imperti- 
nent, ſenſeleſs Application, was made a Pro- 
' tection for Bell and the Dragon, and for unne- 
ceſſary Ceremonies. 

Moxzxover,many of thoſe falſe Brethren who 
pronounce us Enemies to Peace, after we have 
honeſtly ſought it, and they haye obſtinately 
prevented it, have been longing for Union 
with the Church of Rome. And in the laſt 
Age they own'd, That none were like to 

hinder it, but the Puritans of the one Side, | 
and the Feſwits of the other *. 
WII as little Juſtice are we accus d of con- 
temning the Lord's-Supper ; when tis univer- 
fally ſeen, that our Communiens are more nu- 
merous and frequent than moſt. of theirs. We 
claim indeed a Right to judge of our own Acti- 
ons, whom we admit, and whom we reject. 
This they, in many Caſes, cannot pretend to, 
without à chargeable Law-Suit. © We do not 
c promiſcuouſly admit all, we do not proſti- 
cc tute our Sacraments to Hypocrites, De- 
ge s, Socinians and Atheiſts, as Dr. Sacheverell 
* avers, they have done. We lay not our 
* Churches open to. be a Den of Thieves, 


1 nor do we make them Receptacles for Le- 
= gions 


cc 
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* Dr. Heylin's Cyprianus Anglicus. p. 390, 391, dec. 


gions of Devils, as he broadly ſuggeſts they 
Shave e ou oe TD 5 
PART I Rage hath imputed to us the ſurious 
Language of Madmen and Enthuſiaſts, when 
the Authors themſelves have been aſham'd of 
their Performances. Juſt thus, honeſt Mr. Udal 
was condemn'd to he hang'd, becauſe they could 
not find out the Author of the Demonſtration of 
Diſcipline, in the laſt Age T. * 48 | 
WiIrn our whole Hearts we defire the Peace 
of the Church and State, we have now lived 
in Liberty Thirty Years under the critical Ob- 
ſervation of ſome of. the ſevereſt falſe Brethren, 
what can they lay to our Charge againſt our 
Religion, Loyalty or peac2able Behaviour? Did 
any of us joyn in attempting to aſſaſſinate our 
great Deliverer? Have we rais'd Inſurrections 
to pull down their Churches? Have we invi- 
ted over a Pretender, and rebelled againſt King 
Gro xo? Did the Conſpirators find Shelter in 
_ diſſenting: Academies ? Were not ſeveral of 
them ſeiz'd at a publick Univerſity ? Yes, ar 
that very Place which gave the late Queen ſo 
falſe, and ſcandalous an Account of our Se- 
minaries and Education, viz. ** Thar we breq 
up our Youth in Principles directly contrary 
© to Monarchial Government ||”. 
Tus Members of the eſtabliſhed Church that 
came not up to their Pitch of ignorant Zeal, 
are expos'd to the ſame provoking Inſults, if 
they have the Wiſdom of thie Serpent, and the 
Innocence of the Dove, Moderation; hated 
Moderation Marrs all their Perfections, this a- 


** 
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'* Sermon at Paul's in the Tryal, Ed. 8. p. 51. 52. 


+ Piarces Vindication, pag. 129 130. 
| Pretaces to Lord Clarendon s Hiſtory. 
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lob turns  Sincerity into How i. Ir is an 
unuſual Exception that St. Paul bimfelf hath 
eſcaped the Brand of a * Trimmer: 
And that his Name is not at the Head of the 
Liſt of the treacherous Prelates, for he both 
preach'd and practic'd Moderation, as much as 
Grindat or eAbbot, Wilkins or Burnet. 

I Exp this Head with our Saviours af 
ing Promiſe: Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall re- 
wile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all Man- 
wer of Evil againſt you falſly for my Sake: re- 
Joyce and be exceeding Glad, for great is your Reward 
in Heaven, Matth. v. 12. 13. p71 


VII. ExxuigEs to our Liberty, and Promoters 
. of Perſecution are falle Brethren. | 


How diſtant frm: Mens Principles are 
from ours, we find no Fault with their ſtrongeſt 
Arguments, while they apply to our Reaſon, 
but when they apply directly to our Paſſions, 
they can only make us to fear and tremblezwith- 
out being the wiſer, or more in Love with 
Truth if they have it to 22 Where Seve- 
rity ſupplies the Room o Argument ſome may 
be driven as Beaſts, but tis impoſſible any 
ſhould be drawn with the Cords of a Man. 

. PReacninG the Goſpel upon it's native Evi- 
dence, and inviting Promiſes hath brougho 
whole Nations into Subjection to the Croſs of 
Cnzisr. Cruelty never had this Effect, it hath 
given ſo deep and rooted an Offence againſt. 
Religion as could never be. overcome, and 
where hath Curisr given Men a Commiſſion 
to teach Men what he hath commanded, as 
Gideon taught the Men 7 Succoth, with the 

| * 
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Briars and Thorns of the Wilderneſs? Penalties 
on the Bodies and the Purſe have no manner 
of Fitneſs to enlighten the Mind, to convince 
Men of Error, or to recommend the Truth gd 
cheir Acceptance. In many Places, Perſecuti- 
on hath promoted Hypocriſy, ſtifled the 
Truth; and eſtabliſhed Iniquiry by a Law. If 
any good End could be anſwer'd by this Means, 
it would be doing evil that good might come 
of it. And a good End will not juſtify the 
_ Uſe of unlawful Means. i 3 
Wurxg wholfom Severities have had their 
uncontroul'd Reign, what ſincere Proſelytes 
can they boaſt of? Hath the Inquiſition gained 
the Indians? After the Death of many Millions, 
are the Survivors more in love withChriſtianity? 
Are they not rather filled with an unconque- 
rable diſguſt againſt ſo bloody a Religion as 


Ll 


chat appears to them? What Melancholy In- 


ſtances of this Kind of falſe Brotherhood did 
our Fore- fathers meet with, before the mutual 
Exaſperations of a bloody Civil War; before 
the real or pretended Excuſes that are offer d 

for later Cruelties? V 
„ Whittingham,' Sampſon, Humphreys, and 
& Kings-Mill, the Three laſt the only Preachers 


& in Oxford for ſome Time, were told that 


© unleſs they did wear the Cap, their long 
& Gowns and Surplice, and Non-regents Hood, 
© and did communicate kneeling. and in Wa- 
© fer- Bread they ' muſt part with their Places. 
% And” accotdingly Sampſon was deprived. and 
«* impriſon'd for not wearing the ſquare Cap. 
And yet theſe Perſecutors confeſſed them- 
ſelves, that ſeveral of the Refuſers of the Ha- 
TL. N Z 05 JT 
note tithe bebe hh hen et ett 
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ce bits were otherwiſe ſober and learned, and 
© refuſed them out of a Deteſtation of Po- 
ce pery. Mr. George Withers of St. Edmund - 
4 Bury was ſilenced becauſe he would not 
give Bonds to wear a ſquare Cap, and afrter- | 
ce wards ſtrain'd his Conſcience, when he did. | 
ce comply, as he confeſſed in his Letter to the 
*& Archbiſhop. F And both Dr. Parker |] and 
* Dr. Hutton, with ſeveral others from Cam- 
* bridge, declared that a Multitude of pious 
© and learned Men thought in their Conſci- 
© ences, that all ſuch Garments were unlaw- 
ce full.“ Seven and thirty were ſuſpended at 
e once in London Dioceſs about Caps, and 
ce Foods, and Wafer-Breads and ſuch Trifles, of | 
* whom the Biſhop confeſſed that ſome of iy) 
them were among the beſt. of the London 
Clergy, ſome were Preachers, divers others 
* zealous, though of little Learning: And ſome 
de he adds, I doubt, were moved in Conſci- 
© ence. T But what is Conſcience and it's 
Peace in the Judgment of High-Church 2? 
When laid in the Ballance with a Popiſh Ce- 
remony ? Bear with me, while I take a - 
ſhort View of the Times, juſt preceding the : 
| In thoſe Days, Many were turned out 
ce à ſtarving with their Families, for refuſing: 
« to read a Declaration for Sports on the 
« Lord's-Day; when a little before they had read 
© the fourth Commandment, and prayed that 
% God would incline their Hearts to keep it. 
* Many were ſuſpended,and in Danger of Ruin, 
and others were ſeverely threatn'd for Preach- 
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'* Ibid. pag- 6. wh 7 Ib. p. 187, 188. | | Dr. Parker 
and Dr Hutton were afterwards the two Arghbiſkops, . 


Tuer had no Sc 


were reſolvd, whatever it coft, none 
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be ing 4ti Afternoon Sermon, or Expounding on 
* the Catechiſm: One Biſhop told a Miniſter, 
That Expounding was as bad as Preaching.” 
Another, or the fame, wrote a Letter to che 
Archbiſnop, in which © he gave Gov Thanks 


Achat he had nor an Afternoon Sermon left 
c in his Dioceſe.” Thus God's Service muſt 


be curtail'd; that the People might not want 
Time to ſing, and dance, and drink Ale. 


Tus, I aſſure you, is no aggravating Inſinu- by 


ation, but a ſad and ſober Truth: For in So- 
« merſctſhire, Wakes, Revels, Clerks-Ales, and 


F Church:Ales were kept on the Lord%s-Day. 


« The Gentry complain d of this to the Judges, 
«© as an Occaſionof great Diſorders ; eſpecially 
% of Whoring and Drunkenneſs; deſiring an 
Order to ſuppreſs them. The Judges, Ri- 
ce chardſon and Denbam, made an Order of Aſ- 
< ſize to that Purpoſe, But the Biſhops, Laud 
« and Peirce, did ſo beſtir themſelves, as to 
« procure an Order of Council, to oblige them 
© to revoke their Order : Which with Relit- 


« &ance they ſubmicted undo. 
no Scruple againſt Starving Mini- 
ſters and their Families, for refuſing to read the 
Declaration for Sports on the F Da; thr 
hou 

| hinder People from the Liberty of Profaning tlie 
Lord's-Day, which they indulg'd them. Scru- 
pling the Uſe of the Sign of the Croſs in Bap- 

tiſm, or of the Sutplice, as infallibly cut a Man 
off from the Church by Excommunication, as 
Impenitence in Adultery or Inceſt ; as though 
all Crimes deſervd equal Puniſhment. What a 
Mercy was it to the venerable old Puritans, 
that theſe Sen tences not ratified in Hea- 
ii | -——< 


Z 


* Fuller's Charch-Hiftor), Lib. FL. SER. 34, 35, 36, 40, 61. 
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3 gy) DERMON Trad 
ven. F Haven 1 of cheit Communion | 
in Fange James A ign undertgok to. foretell, 
and alm oſt to. — 9 that the Spirit of Perſe- 
Dien would revive. no more in the Charch af 
England; e to his Promiſes theſe re- 
mackable will boldly ſay this, 
© that if che el 5 of England, at She bath 
4 10 out of 11 1 0 will return to hearken 
4 to the Peeviſhneſs of ſome ſower. Men, She 
will be ae both of Gop and Man: 
1 And will. ſet, hoth Heaven, and Earth againft 
Tier * How far his Propheſy. may hold 
in this laſt Part, muſt be left, to Go and to 
Ties. As al the fit, Part, aw liv'd to, ſee 


+ LIM 


5 ſte rat charge as, Traitor to 02 — . 
who differ in the 40 from the Articles of the 
Church: He liv'd to ſee all; preparatory Diſpo- 
itions towards :a, general Perfegution: Our 
hurches pultd Ker whe the Education of our 
Families Au out of our Hands; and the Al. 
ꝓPrepar d on which we were ww haye been 
ierihcd. But when this black Cloud was con- 
1 7 $d, and ab Tu. to fall upon our Heads, He in 
lere Giſpell'd it, by whom Kings and Queens 

d0 rezgn. 
TuE wholfom, Les that were pradtie's 
. by Q Elixabetb, were recommended to 
ne. And this cannot be eſteem d the Ingle 
uggeſtion of a condemnid Incendiary ; for tir 
8 vg Apgrotarien made it the Act of the 
Whole B che, Tories, as far as one Manz 
Action can an Tn be imputed to another. The 
A e mer. wich an univerſal Aps _ 


. ; 
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at EXON, "Jan: 50 1718. 3 


| RY and he became the Darling of the Party. I 
2 this, chkr you may che Better conceive 4 
cheir Mercy, which is not ſowviſidle at fieſt 
War were the wholeſcme Sevorikes/cha | 
were ſo grateful to the whole Party? They were 
A leſs, ſays a feat Lawyer than Þmprilon- 
ment, Confiſcacion of Goods, perpetual 1 Bawiſh- 
ment, Biirning'or Hanging. And; Burning pat- 
* ticularly is4til'd a good and fue Law of 
. this Re galm, in the Warrant for Burniag Biſhop 
Hooper f. Hence it is probable the Dr. der- 
cow d chat mild and goodagaruttd' Epithet. And 
of old, hen theſe Laws wete in Force, and Our 
falſe Brethren had Their de Power, gochirtg 
could be more wicked than the Manner of Træ- 
gong Miniſters: * The Artitles, fays my Lord 
Burleigh, were fo curtoully 7 penn d, ſo fall of 
ee Branches and Circamfiances, that the Inqwif- 
& gion of Spain uſe not ſo Many Queſtions. to 
[of comprehend and intrap their Preys J. Do 
not imagine, chat theſe Laws were made on 
in Terrorem: „ For Barrom, Greenvood, Penry, 
Li: Dennys and others, were executed for unicing 
F in the Diſgiplinaty:Comroverſy ; and ſome 
1 Biſhops were ſo fierce, thut they reſohv d En 
a the Proſecution of all uno bene v d not Chrilf's 
c perſonal Deſceut into the Hell af the Dat nd. 
No Parker narrow ly eſcapid, and dy'd-in Baniſh- 
* ment, for rericing his Book-abour the Sign of : 
s the Croſs! 44. 
I Hanging, Sotolag;-amd Baniſhing us, are 
not Arguments of falſe Brenhqudod, Lam late 


they 12 5 8 er | 
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7 Sir rein erg Feds KY * * 
p. 12 + Ho e)l;x's Hiſtory of Reform. pag · a. 
I Fuller's Church-Hiſtory. Lib. IX, 8 


it TR s Vindication. P. 69. 
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44 A SERMON Preachd 


VIII. Tasy who judge amiſs of our Hearts and 
Deſigns, without the Evidence of outward 
Actions, are alſo falſe Brethren. 30 by 
To charge a Man with Hypoeriſy, whoſe 
. Converſation is blameleſs, is to put one's ſelf in 
So Stead. It is to judge of another's Servant. 
None is to bac Ale another with what doth 
not appear in his Actions. The Preſumption, and 
the Malice are the more inexcuſable, when tlie 
beſt Actions have the worſt Senſe put upon them. 
When Mens Charity and Piety are cenſur d as Af- 
fectation and Pheriſaiſm. When an unblemiſn d 
Conduct, without Spot, is ſtild needleſs Preciſe- ; fl 
neſs: And the Heart is condemn'd without diſcq- \ | | , 
vering itſelf in Actions. Prejudice and Ill- nature 
havye ſer ſome Men upon ſtudying the Character 
of the Phariſee more exactly than any other Pat 
of their Bible, on purpoſe to paint the Diſſen- 
ters by it; as if from ohe to another we were no- ; 
thing but Hypogrites. It becomes us not to flat- 
ter ourſelyes; there are with us Miſcarriages 
enough to make us humble and aſham'd. We 
may bluſh to confeſs, with us and others, there 
are too many — — and too ma- 
ny formal Hypocrites. But it by no means fol- 
lows, that thę undiſtinguiſh'd Charge of Hypo» | 
griſy is to be excus d; or that any Man hath a 
Right of forming and applying general Deſcriß -C 
tions of Phari/ai/m to whole Bodies of Men, or ; 
to particular Perſons, whoſe Conduct gives no {; 
juit Ground of Suſpicion. This is what we 
complain of. And this is what many of us, I ö 
hope, can appeal from, unto God, the Search- 
er of Hearts; and if He will joftify, who & he that 


ok 
pan condemn us , 
"1 4 . x . 
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at EXON, Jan. 30. 


ASN E Inſtance will ſer this Matter in & 
clear Light, and ſhall conclude the Doctrinal 


Part of my Diſcourſe. 1 | 
Tur Puritans of old kept up Communion 


n 


with the Pariſn- Churches, and wrote againſt 
Separation. They only abſtain'd from the ad- 
«ditional Parts of Worſhip, - the Lawfulneſs of 
_ - which they ſcrupled. Upon the Return of King 


Charles, when all was ſettled by the new Ad of 
Uniformity, and all the Hope of gaining by Com- 
pliance was at an End, then the Separation be- 
came fix'd and general. Dr. '$:illing fleet am 
others urg'd the Example of thꝰ Puritans to draw 


our Fathers to joyn with them as far as they 


could, with a good Conſcience. Dr. Bates, 


Mr. Baxter and others, who were ſatisfy d of the 
Lauwfulneſs of it, fully conform'd to the Pariſh- 


Worſhip, and receiv'd the Lord's. Supper of their 
Pariſh- Miniſter. Afterwards this became neceſ- 
ſary to ſome Few, that they might ſerve them- 


ſelves and their Country too; and then the Con- 
formicy which before was inſiſted on, rais'd the 
moſt tragical Out- ry. Then it was blowing 


hot and cold, and was an - infallible Mark of a 
profligate Conſcience. Then it was a Plot 


' againſt againſt the Church, as dangerous as the 


Gunpowder-Treaſon. ' —_ ST rg e 
Wen the late ſevere Laws were made againſt 


us, they were calld the honeſteſt Diſſenters, 
who kept at the greateſt Diſtance from them; 


who took them to be too corrupt to be joyn d, 
without being defiled thereby *. Among the 
Dead, the Puritas were the honeſteſt Men, who 
canform'd as far as poſſible. Among the Living, 


the moſt rigid Separatiſts were the Men of Ho- 


nour and Conſcience. One can hardly forbear 
E og es LES a0 A 


e Yebates about the Qgcaljonal Bill. pag. 32. 


ce. 


© 2.4 "Exon Pracht 
kai char they intend thoſe ws 5 


ers, Who have given them the diſtin- 
1 guiſhing Titles of 


aal's Prieſts, Limbs of An- 
rachrift, &. For they ate — keep 
at the greateſt iſtance from them: And, ob- 
- ſerve their Ingenuity. All this While, the re- 


Proachful Language of theſe hot Men, Which 
we abhor, is imputed to us, or plac d co our 


Account, to inflame the Zealots againſt us. 


WZ II! If they that keep at the greateſt Di 
ſtance are the honeſteſt Men ; they have v 
Reaſon to complain if we avoid any ſurther Feb 

_S falſe Brethren, who are reſol- 
ved co find fault wich every Thing that we do. 


_ lowſhip with 


I Cavs not this Inſtance to inſinuate any Ap- 
| probation of Occaſional Conformity meerly for a 

Place of Profit; or to offer at leſſening the Senſe 
of that Profanation of the Supper of — Lord/; 
but to convince you that nothing can gain the 
good Will of Men that reſolve 60 find fault. The 
old leaven of the Fes ſtrongly ferments in ſome 
Conftitutions, They, we read, gave the maliciouſeſt 
Turn uato Jobs the Baptiſtu Abſtemiouſneſs: And 
had as ſower an Interpretation ready to charge on 
the innocent Freedom of the Son of Gop. Men 


would ſpend their Time to much better Purpoſe | 


in judging themſelves, than in a perverſe cen- 
furing the Actions of their. Brethren. f 

Application l. Wuar Thankfulneſt do we 
owe to the Mercy of Deore ph reftraineth the 
Power of our falle Brethren! 


Was their Power under — miraint thas 
their Wills, King Charless agreeable Pays would 
ſoon return: And we ſhould le at the Mercy 
of an infamous Troop of Informets, and under 
che menacing Inſults of Symmoners and Appari- 
for 3 5 _ God 3 the 2 24. Man to e 2 


\ 


1 


Earth; one is our Maſter, even Cbriſ: we have 


CORTE. 


bins; aut the Remainder thinf doth be re 
Tun Crown is no longer to be made a Pro- 
perty by one Part of the Subjects againſt ano- 


ther. It is not worn by a poor mean ſpirited 
Prince, who under the Influence of the Prieſt 


or his Creatures, can be brought to violate the 


moſtſolemn Premiſes. The Kix that ſo worthi- 
hy fills the Throne, is above the Infult of Mobs 


and is not moved at the rebeltious Attempts 


Men of: paſſive Principles. He knows how to 


reconcile their Natures toi their Principles. Un- 


der Gop: and'the King, we would make a grate- 


ful mention of our excellent Patriots the noble 
Enemies of Pofery and Perſecution. We. alſo joy- 


fully congratulate the truly Chriſtians Spirit chat 


is reviving and gaining Ground among the greae 


| Supporters of the Eftabliſhed Church, who ſcorn 
any longer to be made the Tools of the Papiſts in 


perſec uting of Proteſtants. Who can expreſs 4 


rational . Concern for their own Conſticution, 


fer from thenmm 7 


- Lrannxc ani Candor lead Men to judge for 


_ themſelves wich Calmneſs, and help to cure a ſuxly 


Monkiſn Carriage towards others, who cannot fes 


with our Eyes, nor chuſe upon our Convictions: 


- Secondly, Wuirs we preſerve the Favour of | 
Gon to. ourſelves and our Cauſe we need noe 


fear our open Enemies, or leſs generous Brerhren: 


Go hath appeared for and! favourd our 


righteous Cauſe. We are fatisfied tis His on 


Cauſe; and may therefore ctizerfully depend up- 
an him. We would call no Mun "Maſter upon 


| I | 2 I, no 
* The Biſhops $rillingflees and Barnet both confeſs the 


Perſecution of the former Reigns to be the Contrivance 


of the Popifts. Bp. Stillingfleer's firſtiCharge to his Clergy- 


And Biſhop Burnet's Eighteen Papers. 
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Hand. Railing for Railing 
is utterly — with This C 


ſhaw a gerte Reſentmeit, bur nota Chrifties 


ao ober Rule bur bis Word, while-our Profells, 


on and our Lives agree; while: we maintain 


Simplicity and Sincerity, and our Converſations 


are as: becometh the Goſpel. The ſevere Cen- 


ſures of others ſhall not remove us from our 
Stedfaſtneſs; whether they are the Effects of mi- 
taken Zeal, or deliberate hatred, we need not be 
concern'd. Gon is neither partial, auſtere, nor 
fallible. His laſt Sentence will reverſe. many 


tended to be deriv'd; from. him Many Things 


are highly efteem'd among anne, _ 
| wiſe thought of above. 2 fo kV 
Thirdly, Ws ought to check all Inclinations to 5 
y Temp un 


revenge ; and to avoid that ang 
der which we have ſo frequently f 
., Ova Practice as well as Notions of Abortion 
4 5 be Lord is at 


en 


we complain, let us not aggravate the Falling 
of K judge ſo hardly of us. Ry: | 
Cha- 
ity. : Ic © may plaaſe our P bur will afford 
no Comfert in the Review. Any raſh aggrava- 
ting Cenſures of others will rather harmiourſelves 
— our falſe Brethren; as theirs canndt reach 
us, but will fall back vpon their o- Heads. If 


our Actions muſt paſs under uncharitable Inter- 


pretations, it is our Intereſt to bear all with 


lene Appeals (after 3 neceſſary Defence) un- 
to the Lonp the Judge of all; ben be ſhalt 
came to render unte all Men 
nee. inen A 1 4% 
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that have been paſt here, by an Authority pre- ” 
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